
The Blessed Holy One Has a Son 

 

The mystery is this: When He created the worlds, this name was built at first 
structure of all, as is written: Lift your eyes on high and see: Mi. Who, created 
elleh, these (Isaiah 40:26)—creating the name in perfection.  And when He created 
elleh, He created it with all the forces it deserved, so that His name would be 
fittingly arrayed, as it is written: who brings forth their array by number (ibid).   

“What is במספר (be-mispar), by number?  Well the blessed Holy One has a son 
who shines from one end of the world to the other.  He is a great and mighty tree, 
whose head reaches heaven and at whose end spread roots, embedded in holy 
earth.  His name is mispar, number, and He hovers in the upper heaven, with five 
expanses from Him, extending to this mispar, all of whom bear the name by virtue 
of Him, as it is written: The heavens  ספריםמ  (mesapperim), declare, the glory of 
God (Psalms 19:2)—by virtue of his mispar, all those heavens attain this name.  
Thus, who brings forth their array be-mispar, by number; for were it not for this 
mispar, no forces or generations would exist in the worlds. 
(Zohar 2:105a) 
 
125. Why are they called Sephirot? 
Because it is written (Psalm 19:2), “The heavens declare (me-SaPRim) the glory of 
God.” 
(Bahir 125) 
 
Ten Sefirot of Nothingness 
ten and not nine 
ten and not eleven 
(Sefer Yetzirah 1:4a) 
  



The Sefirot are the Word 
 

The Zohar gives some important light on the “Word”. In the portion of Zohar in 
question, Rabbi El’azar (the son of Shimon bar Yochai) is giving an exposition on 
the passage “Lift your eyes on high and see: Who created these?” (Isaiah 40:26) 
His father, Shimon bar Yochai interrupts him saying: 

Rabbi Shim’on said, “El’azar, my son, cease your words, so that the concealed 
mystery on high, unknown to any human, may be revealed.” 

Rabbi El’azar was silent. 

Rabbi Shim’on wept and paused for a moment. Then he said, “El’azar, what is 
these? If you answer, ‘Stars and constellations,’ they are always visible there and 
were created by What, as it is said: By the Word (Davar) of YHWH the heavens 
were made (Psalms 33:6). As for things concealed, such would not be referred to 
as these, for that word indicates something revealed. This mystery was only 
revealed one day when I was at the seashore. Elijah came and asked me, ‘Rabbi, 
do you know the meaning of Who created these?’ I answered, ‘These are the 
heavens and their array, the work of the blesssed Holy One. Human beings should 
contemplate them and bless Him, as is written: When I beheld Your heavens, the 
work of [2a] Your fingers, the moon and stars that You set in place,… YHVW our 
Lord, how majestic is Your name throughout the earth! (Psalms 8:4, 10). 

“Elijah said to me, ‘Rabbi, the Word ( ִמָּלה) was concealed with the blessed Holy 
One, and He revealed it in the Academy on High. Here it is: 

‘When Concealed of all Concealed wished to be revealed, it produced at first, a 
single point, which ascended to become thought. Within, it drew all drawings, 
graved all engravings, carving within the concealed holy lamp a graving of one 
hidden design, holy of holies, a deep structure emerging from thought called מי 
(Mi), Who, origin of structure. Existent and non-existent, deep and hidden, called 
by no name but Who. 

‘Seeking to be revealed, to be named, it garbed itself in a splendid, radiant 
garment and created אלה (elleh), these.  אלה (Elleh) attained the name: these letters 
joined with those, culminating in the name אלהים (Elohim). Until it created אלה 
(elleh), it did not attain the name אלהים (Elohim). Based on this mystery, those who 
sinned with the Golden Calf said “אלה (Elleh), These are your gods, O Israel!” 



(Exodus 32:8). Just as מי (Mi) is combined with אלה (elleh), so the name אלהים 
(Elohim) remained for all time. And upon this mystery the world is built.” 

Then Elijah flew off; I did not see him. From him I discovered the Word (ִמָּלה), 
whose mysterious secret I have demonstrated.” 

R. Eleazar and all the companions came and prostrated themselves before him, 
weeping for joy and saying, ‘If we had come into the world only to hear this we 
should have been content.’ 
(Zohar 1:1b-2a) 

In this section of Zohar Elijah appears and reveals the Mystery of the Word which 
was taught in the “academy on high”, that when the “Concealed of concealed” (the 
Infinite One, Eyn Sof) wished to be revealed, Eyn Sof garbed itself in a splendid, 
radiant garment (generally identified by commentators as the Ten Sefirot). Here 
the Zohar identifies that splendid, radiant garment as the Davar/Millah (Word). 

 
  



He is They and They are He 
 

The Holy One, blessed be He, has produced ten holy crowns above wherewith He 
crowns and invests Himself, and He is they and they are He, being linked together 
like the flame and the coal. 
(Zohar 3:70b) 

These ten crowns are the ten sefirot. This passage of the Zohar recalls a passage 
from the Sefer Yetzirah: 

Ten Sefirot of Nothingness. Their end is embedded in their beginning and their 
beginning in their end, like a flame in a burning coal. For Adon is singular, He 
has no second. And before one, what do you count?” 
(Sefer Yetzirah 1:7) 

Aryeh Kaplan explains this passage of the Sefer Yetzirah this way: 

The Sepher Yetzirah likens this to a “flame bound to a burning coal”. A flame 
cannot exist without the coal, and the burning coal cannot exist without the flame. 
Although the coal is the cause of the flame, the flame is also the cause of the 
burning coal. Without the flame there would not be a burning coal. Since cause 
cannot exist without effect, effect is also the cause of cause.” 
(Sefer Yetzirah, the Book of Creation; Aryeh Kaplan, p. 57) 

Gersom Scholem writes of this Zohar passage: 

“Most of the early kabbalists were more inclined to accept the view that the 
Sefirot were actually identical with God’s substance or essence. This is stated 
in many documents from the 13th century, and stressed later in the school of R. 
Solomon b. Adret, and particularly in the Ma’arekhet ha-Elohut, which was 
followed in the 16th century by David Messer Leon, Meir ibn Gabbai, and Joseph 
Caro. According to this view, the Sefirot do not constitute “intermediary 
beings” but are God Himself. “The Emanation is the Divinity,” while Ein-Sof 
cannot be subject to religious investigation, which can conceive of God only in His 
external aspect. The main part of the Zohar also tends largely toward this 
opinion, expressing it emphatically in the interchangeable identity of God with 
His Names or His Powers: “He is They, and They are He” (Zohar, 3, 11b, 
70a).” 
(Kabbalah; Gersom Scholem; p. 101) 



 
The Son of Yah is the Middle Pillar 

 
(See Three Pillars Handouts) 

  



The Son of Yah and Israel 
 
When Israel was a child, then I loved him, 
And out of Egypt I called My son. 
(Hosea 11:1) 
 
This passage draws from the Torah Exodus 4:22-23: 
 
Then you shall say to Pharaoh, 
“Thus says YHWH: 
‘Israel is my first-born son. 
I have said to you, ‘Let My son go, 
That he may worship Me,’ 
Yet you refuse to let him go. 
Now I will slay your first-born son.’” 
(Sh’mot (Ex.) 4:22-23) 
 
the Tanya makes use of this same allegory which connects the Son of Yah as 
spoken of in the Zohar with Israel: 
 
So, allegorically speaking, have the souls of Jews risen in the [Divine] thought, as 
it is written, “My firstborn son is Israel,” and “Ye are children unto the Lord your 
G-d”. That is to say, just as a child is derived from his father’s brain, so— to use an 
anthropomorphism— the soul of each Israelite is derived from G-d’s (blessed be 
He) thought and wisdom. 
(Tanya; Likutei Amarim; Chapter 2) 
 
Similarly is it with the human soul, which is divided in two— sechel (intellect) and 
middot (emotional attributes). The intellect includes chochmah, binah and da at 
(ChaBaD), whilst the middot are love of G-d, dread and awe of Him, glorification 
of Him, and so forth. ChaBaD (the intellectual faculties) are called “mothers” and 
source of the middot, for the latter are “offspring” of the former. 
(Tanya; Likutei Amarim; Chapter 3) 
 
 


