
The Divided Kingdom 

 

19 So Yisra’el rebelled against the house of David unto this day. 
20 And it came to pass, when all Yisra’el heard that Yarov’am was returned, that 
they sent and called him unto the assembly, and made him king over all Yisra’el; 
there was none that followed the house of David, but the tribe of Y’hudah only. 
21 And when Rechav’am was come to Yerushalayim, he assembled all the House 
of Y’hudah, and the tribe of Binyamin--a hundred and fourscore thousand chosen 
men that were warriors--to fight against the House of Yisra’el; to bring the 
kingdom back to Rechav’am, the son of Shlomo. 
22 But the word of Elohim came unto Sh’ma’yah, the man of Elohim, saying: 
23 Speak unto Rechav’am, the son of Shlomo, king of Y’hudah, and unto all the 
House of Y’hudah and Binyamin, and to the rest of the people, saying, 
24 Thus says YHWH: You shall not go up, nor fight against your brothers, the 
children of Yisra’el: return every man to his house, for this thing is of Me. So they 
hearkened unto the word of YHWH, and returned and went their way, according to 
the word of YHWH. 
(1Kings 12:19-24 HRV) 

 

But the pride of Yisra’el shall testify to his face, and Yisra’el and Efrayim shall 
Stumble in their iniquity; Y’hudah also shall stumble with them.  
(Hosea 5:5) 
 

  



Northern Kingdom Exiled 

 

26 And the Elohim of Yisra’el stirred up the spirit of Pul king of Assyria, and the 
spirit of Tilgat-Piln’eser king of Assyria, and he carried them away; even the 
Reuvenites, and the Gadites, and the half-tribe of M’nasheh, and brought them 
unto Halah and Habor, and Hara, and to the river of Gozan, unto this day. 
(1Chron. 5:26 HRV) 

40: Those are the ten tribes, which were carried away prisoners out of their own 
land in the time of Osea the king, whom Salmanasar the king of Assyria led away 
captive, and he carried them over the waters, and so came they into another land. 
41: But they took this counsel among themselves, that they would leave the 
multitude of the heathen, and go forth into a further country, where never mankind 
dwelt, 
42: That they might there keep their statutes, which they never kept in their own 
land. 
43: And they entered into Euphrates by the narrow places of the river. 
44: For the most High then shewed signs for them, and held still the flood, till they 
were passed over. 
45: For through that country there was a great way to go, namely, of a year and a 
half: and the same region is called Arsareth. 
46: Then dwelt they there until the latter time; and now when they shall begin to 
come, 
47: The Highest shall stay the springs of the stream again, that they may go 
through: therefore sawest thou the multitude with peace. 
48: But those that be left behind of thy people are they that are found within my 
borders. 
49: Now when he destroyeth the multitude of the nations that are gathered 
together, he shall defend his people that remain. 
50: And then shall he shew them great wonders. 
(2Esdras 13:40-50 – KJV) 
 

זרתארץ   “another land” (Deut. 29:27 (28) 

  



Ephraim Goes Their Own Way Apart from Judah 

 

In Jeremiah Chapter 3 the two houses of Israel are discussed. Notice that Israel and 
Judah are allegorical sisters in this prophecy (Jer. 3:6-7) In Jer. 3:8 YHWH says: 
 
6 And YHWH said unto me in the days of Yoshiyah the king: Have you seen that 
which backsliding Yisra’el did? She went up upon every high mountain and under 
every leafy tree, and there played the harlot. 
7 And I said: After she has done all these things, she will return unto me, but she 
returned not. And her treacherous sister Y’hudah saw it. 
8 And I saw, when, forasmuch as backsliding Yisra’el had committed adultery, I 
had put her away and given her a bill of divorcement, that yet, treacherous 
Y’hudah her sister, feared not: but she also went and played the harlot. 
(Jer. 3:6-8) 
 
However YHWH did not divorce Judah as well, as that would have left no 
remnant. Instead the Prophet Hosea compares the two Houses of Israel this way: 
 
“Ephrayim has surrounded Me with lying, and the house of Yisra’el with deceit. 
But Yehudah is still wandering with El, and is true to the Set-apart One.” 
(Hosea 11:12 – The Scriptures Version) 
  



 

 

Judah-ism 
 
While the House of Israel abandoned the one true faith, a remnant of the House of 
Judah remained faithful to the one true faith. Since the one true faith had now 
become the faith of only the House of Judah, it had come to be called “Judaism”. 
 
19 The story of Judas Maccabeus and his brothers, and the purification of the great 
temple, and the dedication of the altar, 
20 and further the wars against Antiochus Epiphanes and his son Eupator, 
21 and the appearances which came from heaven to those who strove zealously on 
behalf of Judaism, so that though few in number they seized the whole land and 
pursued the barbarian hordes, 
22 and recovered the temple famous throughout the world and freed the city and 
restored the laws that were about to be abolished, while the Lord with great 
kindness became gracious to them -- 
23 all this, which has been set forth by Jason of Cyrene in five volumes, we shall 
attempt to condense into a single book. 
(2Maccabees 2:19-23 RSV) 
 

The term “Judaism” commonly used by writers such as Josephus and Philo. 
 
Paul himself uses the term “Judaism” in Galatians 1:13 to describe his own faith: 
 
13 For you have heard of my way of life that was from before, which was in 
Judaism: that I especially persecuted the assembly of Eloah and was destroying it. 
(Gal. 1:13 HRV) 
 
6 And as Paul knew that some of the people were of the Tz'dukim, and [others] 
were of the P’rushim, he cried out in the assembly, Men, my brothers! I am a 
Parush; the son of P’rushim, and concerning the hope of the resurrection of the 
dead, I am being judged. 
(Acts 23:6 HRV) 
  



What is a Jew? 

 

Moreover Paul writes: 

“…what is the advantage of the Jew? Or what is the profit of circumcision? Much 
in everything!…” (Rom. 3:1-2) 
 
In Esther we read: 
 
17 And in every province, and in every city, whithersoever the king's 
commandment and his decree came, the Jews had gladness and joy; a feast and a 
good day. And many from among the peoples of the land, became Jews: for the 
fear of the Jews was fallen upon 
them. 
(Esther 8:17) 
 
Before them all Tobit proclaimed how God had shown mercy to him and opened 
his eyes. When Tobit came up to Sarah, the wife of his son Tobiah, he blessed her 
and said: “Welcome, my daughter! Blessed be your God for bringing you to us, 
daughter! Blessed are your father and your mother. Blessed be my son Tobiah, and 
blessed be you, daughter! Welcome to your home with blessing and joy. Come in, 
daughter!” That day there was joy for all the Jews who lived in Nineveh.  
(Tobit 11:17 NAB) 
 
Ye know that ye were Gentiles, carried away unto these dumb idols, even as ye 
were led. 
(1Cor. 12:2 KJV) 
 
11 Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are 
called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made 
by hands; 
(Eph. 2:11 KJV) 
  



 

The Remnant 
 

In the first two chapters of Isaiah we see a prophetic rebuke of each of the Two 
Houses of Israel. Isaiah 1:1-23 contains a prophetic rebuke “concerning Judah and 
Jerusalem” (1:1) while Isaiah 2:5-22 contains a prophetic rebuke directed at the 
“House of Jacob” (2:5). 

The House of Judah (“Judah and Jerusalem”) is observing Torah in some way… 
they are offering sacrifices and incense and observing new moons and sabbaths 
and the calling of assemblies (1:13). But note that Isaiah 1 calls them “your new 
moons” and “your appointed feasts” but the Torah calls them “My appointed 
feasts” etc.. 

This is why YHWH’s nefesh (soul) hates their appointed feasts (1:14). The House 
of Judah is observing Torah, but in an empty way (because they have violated 
Deut. 18:15-18 in rejecting Messiah). Their Torah observance is empty and 
meaningless because it has lost the Soul of the Torah the Messiah himself. 

The House of Israel (also called the “House of Jacob”) is rebuked for having 
turned from the “light of YHWH” (2:5) (i.e, the Torah see Isaiah 8:20); forsaking 
“your people” (2:6) and turning to idolatry (2:7). 

But in Isaiah 1:9 there is a key passage: 

Except YHWH of hosts had left unto us a very small remnant, 
we should have been as Sodom, and we should have been like unto Gomorrah. 

This verse takes place in YHWH’s rebuke of the House of Judah. While the House 
of Jacob abandons the Torah and their own people (the House of Judah) and turn to 
idolatry, and most of the House of Judah observes Torah in an empty way, there is 
a remnant of the House of Judah which has not rejected Torah or the Messiah. 

In a footnote to Isaiah 1:9 the Ryrie Study Bible has the following comment: 

“Quoted in Rom. 9:29 with reference to Christian Jews.” 

Now I do not always agree with Ryrie’s comments and I certainly do not agree and 
what Ryrie would call “Jewish Christians” I would identify as “Nazarene Jews”. 
However it is very important that Romans 9:29 does quote Isaiah 1:9 with 



reference to Nazarene Jews. The “remnant” of the House of Judah in Isaiah 1:9 
does in fact refer to Nazarene Judaism 

  



One Faith 

Now at this point I want to establish that their is only one true faith: 

4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope that 
belongs to your call,  
5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism,  
6 one God and Father of us all, who is above all and through all and in all. 
(Eph. 4:5 RSV)  
 
Beloved, being very eager to write to you of our common salvation, I found it 
necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the faith which was once for all 
delivered to the saints. 
(Jude 1:3 RSV) 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Salvation if of the Jews 

 

This brings us to the encounter between Yeshua and an Ephraimite woman (a 
Samaritan).  

5 And He came to a city of the Samaritans, which was called Shakar, by the side of 
the field that Ya’akov gave to Yosef, his son. 
6 And there was there, a well of water that had belonged to Ya’akov: and Yeshua 
came and sat upon the well, that He might rest Himself from the fatigue of the 
road. (8) And His talmidim had entered the city to buy themselves food. (6b) And 
when Yeshua sat down, it was about the sixth hour. 
7 And a woman from Samaria came to draw water. And Yeshua said to her: Give 
me water to drink. 
8 (see verse 6) 
9 That Samaritan woman said to Him, How [is it] [that] you are a Judean, yet you 
ask from me to drink, who am a Samaritan woman: for the Judeans have no social 
dealings with the Samaritans. 
10 Yeshua answered and said to her: If you knew the gift of Elohim, and who this 
is who said to you, Give me to drink, you would ask Him, and He would give you 
water of Life. 
11 That woman said to Him, My Adon, you have no bucket, and the well [is] deep: 
from where do you have water of life? 
12 Are you greater than our father Ya’akov, who gave us this well from which he 
and his sons and his flocks drank? 
13 Yeshua answered and said to her: Every man who drinks from this water will 
thirst again, 
14 But every man who drinks from the water that I give him, will not thirst forever. 
But that water that I give him, will be in him a spring of water, that will spring up 
unto eternal life. 
15 That woman said to Him, My Adon, give to me from this water, so that I will 
not thirst again, or come draw from here. 
16 Yeshua said to her: Go, call your husband and come here. 
17 She said to Him, I have no husband. Yeshua said to her: You have spoken well, 
for you have no husband. 
18 For you have had five husbands, and this that you have now, is not your 
husband. This you have said is true. 
19 That woman said to Him, My Adon, I perceive that you are a prophet. 



20 Our fathers worshipped on this mountain, but you say that in Yerushalayim is 
the place that one must worship. 
21 Yeshua said to her: Woman, believe Me: the hour comes when not on this 
mountain and not even in Yerushalayim, will you worship the Father. 
22 You worship, that which you do not know: but we worship what we know, 
because salvation is of the Jews. 
23 But the hour comes, and now is, when the true worshipper will worship the 
Father in spirit and in truth, for indeed the Father seeks worshippers who are like 
these. 
24 For Elohim is spirit, and those who worship Him, ought to worship in spirit and 
in truth. 
(Yochanan 5:5-24) 
 

There is no doubt that this Samaritan woman is to be counted as an Ephraimite 
because she refers to “our father Jacob” (Jn. 4:12) and Yeshua makes no attempt to 
correct her on this point. (Note she mentions the two different places of worship on 
different mountains in 4:20). Then Yeshua tells her that her religion is false and 
that the Jewish religion is the one true faith. 

Yeshua makes it clear that the “true worshipers” are the Jews who practice Judaism 
“in spirit and truth” as opposed to an Ephraimite religion. (“in spirit and truth” – a 
reference to the Torah – see Ps. 119:142, 151; Ezek. 36:27). 

  



 

Ephraimites Take Hold 

23 Thus says YHWH Tzva’ot: In those days it shall come to pass, that ten men 
shall take hold, out of all the languages of the nations, shall even take hold of the 
skirt, of him that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you (plural), for we have heard 
that Elohim is with you (plural). 
(Zech. 8:23) 
 

  



 

Two Sticks 

 

16 And you, son of man, take you one stick, and write upon it: For Y’hudah, and 
for the children of Yisra’el his companions. Then take another stick, and write 
upon it: For Yosef, the stick of Efrayim, and of all the House of Yisra’el, his 
companions. 
17 And join them for you, one to another into one stick, that they may become one, 
in your hand. 
18 And when the children of your people shall speak unto you, saying, Will you 
not tell us what you mean by these? 
19 Say unto them, Thus says the Adonai YHWH: Behold, I will take the stick of 
Yosef, which is in the hand of Efrayim, and the tribes of Yisra’el his companions, 
and, I will put them unto him, together with the stick of Y’hudah: and make them 
one stick, and they shall be one, in My hand. 
20 And the sticks whereon you write, shall be in your hand before their eyes. 
21 And say unto them, Thus says the Adonai YHWH: Behold, I will take the 
children of Yisra’el from among the nations where they are gone, and will gather 
them on every side, and bring them into their own land. 
22 And I will make them one nation, in the land; upon the mountains of Yisra’el, 
and one king shall be king to them all. And they shall be no more two nations, 
neither shall they be divided into two kingdoms, any more, at all. 
(Ezekiel 37:16-22 HRV) 
 
 

 


