
Yeshua on Isaiah 29:11-13 

 

11 And the vision of all this is become unto you as the words of a writing that is 
sealed, which men deliver to one that is learned, saying, Read this, I pray you. And 
he says, I cannot, for it is sealed. 
12 And the writing is delivered to him that is not learned, saying, Read this, I pray 
you. And he says, I am not learned. 
13 And YHWH said: Forasmuch as this people draw near, and with their mouth 
and with their lips do honor Me, but have removed their heart far from Me, and 
their fear of Me, is a commandment of men learned by rote, 
(Isaiah 29:11-13 HRV) 

 

1 Then came near to Him scribes and P’rushim from Yerushalayim, saying, 
2 Why do your talmidim transgress the decrees of the elders? For they clean not 
their hands when they eat bread. 
3 But He answered them and said: And why do you transgress the commandments 
of Elohim–by means of your decrees? 
4 Is it not written in your Torah from the mouth of Elohim, Honor your father and 
your mother?(Ex. 20:12; Deut. 5:16) And moreover written, And he that curses his 
father and his mother will surely die? (Ex. 21:17; Lev. 20:9) 
5 But you say, Whoever says to father and mother, It is all an offering–[KORBAN] 
whatever of mine might profit you, 
6 And he honors not his father and his mother. Thus have you made void the 
commandments of Elohim, on account of your judgments. 
7 You hypocrites! Yesha’yahu did well indeed to prophesy concerning you, saying, 
8 This people honors Me with their mouth and with their lips, but have removed 
their heart far from Me. 
9 And their fear of Me, is a commandment learned of men.(Isa. 29:13) 
(Matt. 15:1-9 HRV) 

 

 

 

 



Vows and Honoring Parents 

 

R. Elieazar says: they open a vow for a man by reference to the honor of his father 
or mother. 
and the sages prohibit. 
said R. Tzadok: before they open a vow for him by reference to his father or 
mother let them open his vow by reference to the honor of HaMakom.   
If so there will be no vow. 
But the sages concede to R. Elieazar, that in a matter that is between him and his 
mother or father they loose his vow by reference to his father or mother.” 
(m.Nedarim 9:1) 

  



The Talmud on Isaiah 29:14 

 

13 And YHWH said: Forasmuch as this people draw near, and with their mouth 
and with their lips do honor Me, but have removed their heart far from Me, and 
their fear of Me, is a commandment of men learned by rote, 
(Isaiah 29:13 HRV) 

14 Therefore behold, I will again do a marvelous work among this people, even a 
marvelous work and a wonder. And the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and 
the prudence of their prudent men shall be hid. 
(Isaiah 29:14 HRV) 

 

The Talmud relates an understanding of this verse taught by Rab (Abba Arikha 
(175–247 CE)) who taught: 
 
…for Rab said: The Torah is destined to be forgotten in Israel, because it is said, 
Then the Lord will make thy plagues wonderful: (Dt. 28:59) now, I do not know 
what this wonder is, but when it is said, Therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a 
marvelous work among this people, even a marvelous work and a wonder [and the 
wisdom of their wise men shall perish],(Is. 29:14) it follows that this wonder refers 
to Torah. 
(b.Shabb. 138b) 
 
Rab taught that this portion of Isaiah is an apostasy from the Torah.  The Talmud 
goes on to comment upon Rab’s teaching: 
 
Our Rabbis taught: When our Masters entered the vineyard at Yabneh, they said, 
The Torah is destined to be forgotten in Israel, as it is said, Behold, the days come, 
saith the Lord God, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor 
a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord. And it is said, And they 
shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east; they shall run to 
and fro to seek the word of the Lord, and shall not find it. (Amos 8:11f) ‘The word 
of the Lord’ means halachah,’ ‘the word of the Lord’ means ‘The End’; ‘the word 
of the Lord’ means prophecy. And what does ‘they shall run to and fro to seek the 
word of the Lord’ mean? Said they, A woman is destined  to take a loaf of terumah 
and go about in the synagogues and academies to know whether it is unclean or 



clean, and none will know whether it is clean or unclean. But that is explicitly 
stated, All food which may be eaten [...shall be unclean]? (Lev. 11:34) Rather to 
know whether it is a first degree or a second degree [of uncleanness], and none 
will know. But that too is a Mishnah. For we learnt: If a [dead] creeping thing is 
found in an oven, the bread within it is a second, because the oven is a first? — 
They will be in doubt over what R. Adda b. Ahabah asked Raba: Let us regard this 
oven as though it were filled with uncleanness, and let the bread be a first? He 
replied, We do not say. Let us regard this oven as though it were filled with 
uncleanness. For it was taught: You might think that all utensils become unclean in 
the air space of an earthen vessel: therefore it is stated, whatsoever is in it shall be 
unclean... all food therein which may be eaten: food and liquids become unclean in 
the air space of an earthen vessel. It was taught. R. Simeon b. Yohai said: Heaven 
forfend that the Torah be forgotten in Israel, for it is said, for it shall not be 
forgotten out of the mouths of their seed. Then how do I interpret, they shall run to 
and fro to seek the word of the Lord, and shall not find it? They will not find a 
clear halachah or a clear Mishnah in any place. 
(b.Shabb. 138b) 
 
So the Rabbis understood the apostasy of Isaiah 29 to be that mentioned in Amos 
8:11f-12 which reads: 
 
11 Behold, the days come, says the Adonai YHWH, that I will send a famine in the 
land: not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of 
YHWH. 
12 And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east: they 
shall run to and fro to seek the word of YHWH, and shall not find it. 
(Amos 8:11-12 HRV) 
 
And the Rabbis understood this not to refer to the written Torah but to the halachah 
derived from the written Torah. And this is exactly the way Yeshua understood 
Isaiah 29:13-14 as well! 
  



The Talmud goes on to present a related teaching from Rabbi Jose ben Elisha: 
 
It was taught. R. Jose b. Elisha said: If you see a generation overwhelmed by many 
troubles, go forth and examine the judges of Israel, for all retribution that comes to 
the world comes only on account of the Judges of Israel, as it is said, Hear this, I 
pray you ye heads of the house of Jacob, and rulers of the house of Israel, that 
abhor judgment, and pervert all equity. They build up Zion with blood and 
Jerusalem with iniquity. The heads thereof judge for reward, and the priests 
thereof teach for hire, and the prophets thereof divine for money; yet will they lean 
upon the Lord, etc. (Mic. 3:9-11) They are wicked, but they place their confidence 
in Him Who decreed, and the world came into existence. Therefore the Holy One, 
blessed be He, will bring three punishments upon them answering to the three sins 
which they cultivate, as it is said, Therefore shall Zion for your sake be ploughed 
as a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain of the house as the 
high places of a forest. (Mic. 3:12) And the Holy One, blessed be He, will not 
cause His Divine presence to rest upon Israel until the wicked judges and officers 
cease out of Israel, for it is said, And I will turn my hand upon thee, and 
thoroughly purge away thy dross, and will take away all thy tin. And I will restore 
thy judges as at the first, and thy counsellors as at the beginning, etc. (Is. 1:25f) 
(Shabbat 139a) 
 
So Rabbi Jose sees this apostasy of Isaiah 29:13-14 likewise as manifesting itself 
through apostate judges (members of the Sanhedrin) who give apostate rulings 
(and therefore apostate halacha). 
 
There is much more written in this portion of Talmud on this subject which is 
worthy of study, but the key point I want to make here is that the sages of the 
Talmud and Yeshua both understood this portion of Isaiah to refer to an apostasy 
from true and correct halacha, that the Rabbinic authorities themselves would 
apostatize from a true and proper understanding of the Torah. 
 
One key difference is that Yeshua saw this apostasy from sound halacha as already 
taking root by his day.  It was not Pharisaic traditions and oral law in general that 
he opposed, as his halacha in Matthew 15 concerning oaths (as shown above) 
agrees with the ruling we find in the Talmud.  However he also saw and criticized 
bad halacha that certain Pharisees were teaching in his days.  However the Rabbis 
that re-established the Pharisaic Sanhedrin at Yavneh (90 CE) saw it as yet future 



(b.Shabbat 138b).  It is also interesting to note that even the Talmud sees an 
eventual apostasy of Rabbinic Judaism. 
  



Isaiah 29:15-29 in the Targum 

 

15 Woe unto them that seek deep to hide their counsel from YHWH, and their works are in the 
dark. And they say, Who sees us, and who knows us? 
16 O your perversity! Shall the potter be esteemed as clay, that the thing made should say of him 
that made it, He made me not: or the thing framed say of him that framed it, He has no 
understanding? 
17 Is it not yet a very little while, and the L’vanon shall be turned into a fruitful field, and the 
fruitful field shall be esteemed as a forest? 
18 And in that day shall the deaf hear the words of a book, and the eyes of the blind shall see out 
of obscurity and out of darkness. 
19 The humble also shall increase their joy in YHWH, and the neediest among men shall exult in 
HaKadesh of Yisra’el. 
(Isaiah 29:15-19 HRV) 

The official Targum of the Prophets was composed about 2000 years ago by Jonathan ben 
Uzziel, who was a student of Hillel. The Talmud says of his Targum: 

The Targum of the Prophets was composed by Jonathan ben Uzziel under the guidance of 
[traditions handed down from] Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi, and the land of Israel 
[thereupon] quaked over an area of four hundred parasangs by four hundred parasangs, and a 
Bath Kol [voice from heaven] came forth and exclaimed, Who is this that has revealed My 
secrets to mankind? Jonathan b. Uzziel thereupon arose and said, It is I who have revealed Thy 
secrets to mankind. It is fully known to Thee that I have not done this for my own honour or for 
the honour of my father’s house, but for Thy honour l have done it, that dissension may not 
increase in Israel. (b.Megillah 3a 

The Targum of Jonathan ben Uziel has in verse 19: 
 
19 And those that have suffered affliction on account of the Word of YHWH shall increase their 
joy, and the poor of the sons of men shall rejoice in the Word of the Holy One of Israel. 
(Targum Jonathan Isaiah 29:19) 
 
So the Targum sees this apostasy as causing affliction to those who follow the “Word of 
YHWH” (the Memra) and that its end will mean a rejoicing for those who follow the “Word” 
(Memra).   

  



Isaiah 29:20-21 in the Ancient Nazarene Commentary on Isaiah 

 

20 For the terrible one is brought to nought, and the scorner ceases, and all they 
that watch for iniquity are cut off: 
21 That make a man an offender by words, and lay a snare for him that reproves 
in the gate, and turn aside the just with a thing of nought. 
(Isaiah 29:20-21 HRV) 
 
The fourth Century writer Jerome cites a (now lost) ancient Nazarene 
Commentary on Isaiah which comments on these verses as follows: 

 

The interpretation is concerning the Scribes and Pharisees, for the  tanna’im 
passed away, who earlier deceived the people with very bad decrees (and they 
watched day and night to deceive the simple ones), who made men sin against the 
Word of Elohim and that they should deny that Messiah was the Son. 

 

the Greek word “deutrotai” is transcribed into Jerome’s Latin text and comes from 
the Greek word “deutroseis” which means “that which is repeated” and has 
virtually the same meaning as the Hebrew word “Mishnah”.  This is very much in 
keeping with the teaching in the Talmud that this very apostasy would be fulfilled 
when “They will not find a clear halachah or a clear Mishnah in any place.” 
(b.Shabb. 138b)  
 
So Yeshua, the Talmud and the Ancient Nazarene Commentary on Isaiah are all 
telling us that this apostasy of Judah is characterized by corrupt halachic rulings.  
 
We must realize that this does not mean the Nazarene Commentary is saying that 
all Jewish traditions are apostate.  As we pointed out, the commentary is echoing 
the teachings of both Yeshua and the Talmud on this portion of Isaiah, both of 
which speak out against corrupt traditions, not against traditions in general. 


